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ZART DOMBOURIAN-EBY is the principal piccoloist (Robert and Clodagh Ash Chair) of the Seattle 

Symphony, and is regularly featured as both a flute and piccolo soloist with the orchestra.  Her 

performances have consistently received highest praise from both critics and audiences: the Seattle Times 

review of her performance of Gunther Schuller’s Concerto for Flute and Piccolo bore the headline "It was 

a night for flute/piccolo artistry,” and described her playing as "spectacular" and "phenomenal.”  Alex 

Ross of The New Yorker wrote that she “crystallized Varèse's  ‘Density 21.5.’” 

A native of New Orleans, she received her B.A. and M.M. degrees from Louisiana State University.  After a 
year of study in Houston with Albert Tipton, she attended Northwestern University, where she earned a 
Doctor of Music degree under the tutelage of Walfrid Kujala, and also coached with Donald Peck.  Her 
doctoral paper, The Piccolo in the Nineteenth Century, represents the only extensive research ever 
undertaken on the piccolo in that era.   
 
Ms. Dombourian-Eby has performed on concert series and given masterclasses throughout the world, 
most recently in Slovenia, Italy, and China, where she performed the first solo piccolo recital ever 
presented in that country.   She has been a member of the New Orleans Pops, the Baton Rouge 
Symphony, the Colorado Philharmonic, and the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, and has performed with the 
Chicago Symphony.  She has served on the faculties of the University of Washington and Pacific Lutheran 
University. She was the founding editor of Flute Talk and is on the Editorial Board for the Flutist Quarterly.  
She has been on the National Flute Association's Board of Directors, has been a featured soloist and 
teacher at numerous NFA conventions, was the Program Chair for the 2012 40th Anniversary convention, 
and served as President from 2014 to 2016. 
 
She has commissioned numerous compositions, including two works for piccolo and piano by Martin 
Amlin, and sonatas by Gary Schocker and Levente Gyongyosi, and a chamber work by Ken Benshoof.  Her 
edition of the Vivaldi piccolo concertos, published by Theodore Presser, is now in its third printing. Ms. 
Dombourian-Eby can be heard in over 100 recordings of the Seattle Symphony.  Her solo CD, in shadow, 
light, is available on Crystal Records. 

Walfrid Kujala is emeritus professor of flute at Northwestern University, former principal piccolo of the 

Chicago Symphony (1954-2001), and is consulting editor of Flute Talk. While in high school he studied 

with Parker Taylor, and at the Eastman School of Music, with Joseph Mariano. Upon graduation from 

Eastman, Kujala became second flute and piccolo of the Rochester Philharmonic (1948-53). In 1988 he 

performed the world premiere of the Gunther Schuller flute concerto with the Chicago Symphony under 

Sir Georg Solti, and he has also appeared as soloist with the Chicago Symphony under Fritz Reiner, 

Antonio Janigro, Seiji Ozawa, Lawrence Foster and George Schick. Among his several widely used 

textbooks, Orchestral Techniques for Flute and Piccolo: An Audition Guide and the Flutist’s Vade Mecum 

of Scales, Arpeggios, Trills and Fingering Technique (2nd Edition) are especially popular.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra Saathoff teaches at Seattle Pacific University and conducts Bellevue Youth Symphony’s flute 

ensemble. A free-lance flutist, clinician, and principal flute of Seattle Philharmonic, she helped launch a 

nonprofit organization, Silver Flight Ensembles and Foundation, dedicated to helping student flutists in 

2016. A published author and music arranger, she has also performed and taught throughout the United 

States and Europe. Sandra has served as Assistant Program Chair, Secretary, Convention Manager, and on 

the Long-Range Strategic Planning Committee for the National Flute Association; as well as President, VP, 

and Newsletter Editor for the Seattle Flute Society.  Her teachers include Zart Dombourian-Eby, Rae 

Terpenning, Baroque flute with Kim Pineda, and Irish Flute with Leo Mac Namara and Conal O’Grada 

(Ireland). She is currently pursuing doctoral studies at the University of Nebraska with Dr. John Bailey.  

Described as having an “infinitely flexible sound, with many subtle colors,” Jonathan Keeble is among the 

leading performer / pedagogues of his generation. Known for his rich tone, effervescent personality, and 

nuanced musicality, he is in high demand as a performing artist and master class clinician. Jonathan’s 

passion for new music led him to commission many new works for the flute. 

 

From these efforts come the recently released, critically acclaimed recordings, Voyage and Song of the 

Black Swan as flutist in the Aletheia Duo, and Turbulent Winds with the Prairie Winds. Critics have lauded 

the collaboration in Voyage as being “memorable,” and Keeble’s performance as “spellbinding.” In Song of 

the Black Swan, his playing is lauded as “exquisite” (Fanfare Magazine) and “Keeble’s depth of tone and 

palate of colors is magnificent throughout the album. This is a fabulous addition to a ... CD collection, both 

for the quality of the performance and the diversity of the repertoire.” (Flutist Quarterly) In Fanfare 

Magazine, the Prairie Winds were lauded for “the players individually and as an ensemble being superb.” 

These come in addition to his first solo recording, icarus, and Gale Force, ranked among the top fifteen 

recordings of 2000 by Chicago Tribune critic John von Rhein. In addition to his active solo and chamber 

career, Jonathan is the Principal Flute of Sinfonia da Camera. 

 

Recent tours have taken Jonathan to Mexico City to perform and teach at the National Conservatory, in 

addition to concerts and classes in Australia, Brazil, Austria, Holland, Serbia, Sweden, Canada and Asia. 

Tours during the current year take Jonathan throughout the United States, as well as China, Taiwan and 

Thailand. A popular invitee as a featured guest at flute festivals, recent years have seen appearances as a 

featured guest at Seattle Flute Society, Northeast Ohio Flute Association, Texas Flute Society, and Dana 

Flute Festival events. Jonathan is a Past President of the National Flute Association. 

 

Jonathan’s teaching experience includes his present position as Professor of Flute at the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he was awarded the Campus Award for Excellence in Undergraduate 

Instruction in 2016. He spends summers performing and teaching at Aria International, at the Madeline 

Island Music Camp, and at the University of Illinois Summer Youth Music Flute Camp. 


